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"I am a Cuban-American, a legal immigrant, and a minority. I am also a retired Supervisory
Special Agent with 22 years of military and federal law enforcement service. Throughout that

career, I was required to present a government-issued ID for virtually every meaningful

transaction, government benefit, and civic action in my adult life. The assertion that requiring
identification to vote is uniquely oppressive to minority Americans is not only factually
incorrect; it carries a deeply condescending premise about the capabilities of minority citizens
that I find far more offensive than any ID requirement."
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SECTION | — HISTORICAL RECORD
I What Jim Crow Actually Was

The comparison of modern voter ID laws to Jim Crow-era voter suppression is not merely an
overreach; it is a fundamental mischaracterization that trivializes one of the most brutal and
explicitly race-targeted systems of legal disenfranchisement in American history. A serious analysis
demands that we examine what Jim Crow laws actually were before drawing any comparison.

"Jim Crow laws were explicitly racial by design, enforced through economic ruin and
physical violence. Voter ID laws are facially race-neutral, universally applied, and every
state with strict requirements is legally required to provide free IDs to eligible voters."
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Jim Crow Era (1876-1965) Modern Voter ID Laws

Race-specificity

Poll taxes

Literacy tests

Enforcement

Legal recourse

Stated intent

Explicitly targeted Black Americans by law
and deliberate design

Required payment equivalent to a week's
wages, economically prohibitive by design

Deliberately unanswerable; registrars
could demand recitation of entire state
constitutions

Economic ruin, job loss, housing eviction,
lynching, and organized violence

None; courts were complicit in
enforcement

Explicit racial subjugation, openly
codified in state law

Facially race-neutral; applies identically
to all voters regardless of race

Free voter ID legally mandated in every
strict-ID state

No knowledge or literacy test of any kind

Provisional ballots offered as an
alternative pathway in most states

Extensive federal and state legal challenge
mechanisms exist and are actively used

Election integrity and identity
verification, identical to ID required for

benefits or air travel

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed specifically to dismantle the Jim Crow apparatus, an
apparatus built on racial targeting, economic coercion, and the constant threat of violence.
Conflating that system with a universally applied identity verification requirement (one that minority
communities themselves broadly support in polling data) does a profound disservice to those who
sacrificed everything for the right to vote.

SECTION Il — ID IN AMERICAN LIFE
I ID Is Already Required for Virtually Everything in American Life

A government-issued photo ID is legally required, or practically essential, for an enormous range of
daily activities, including the very government benefit programs that most directly serve
lower-income and minority communities. If the argument is that minorities cannot obtain IDs and
are therefore uniquely burdened by voter ID requirements, the identical argument must logically
apply to every item below, including SNAP, Medicaid, and Social Security.

Applying for SNAP / food stamps

Purchasing alcohol Applying for Medicaid

Applying for Social Security Picking up a prescription Boarding a flight (TSA)

Checking into a hotel Buying a cell phone on contract Opening a bank account
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Renting or purchasing a vehicle Renting or buying a home Applying for a marriage license

Purchasing a firearm Getting a job (1-9 verification) Applying for unemployment
Visiting a casino Donating blood Entering a federal building
Purchasing M-rated video games Fishing / hunting license Adopting a pet

New York City's own government website explicitly states residents need an ID to "get a job," "cash a

check,"” "open a bank account," "enter a government building," and that "to be eligible for some public
benefits you need to prove your identity, age and residence." (Source: NYC.gov Municipal ID

Program)

"The selective objection to ID requirements only when applied to voting (but not when
applied to SNAP, Medicaid, Social Security, air travel, or employment) is not a coherent
civil rights position. It is a political one."

SECTION Il — THE DATA

I What the Research Actually Shows

22+ 26 ~0% 100%

ACTIVITIES IN DAILY STATES WITH STRICT NET ELECTORAL ADVANTAGE OF STRICT-ID STATES
AMERICAN LIFE PHOTO ID VOTING FROM VOTER ID LAWS LEGALLY REQUIRED TO
REQUIRING PHOTO ID REQUIREMENTS (PNAS 2023) OFFER FREE VOTER ID

A 2023 peer-reviewed study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
examining voter ID laws from 2003 to 2020, found negligible average effects on electoral outcomes.
Voter ID requirements motivate supporters of both parties, producing near-zero net partisan
impact.

MIT's Election Lab, hardly a conservative institution, confirms that strict ID laws are popular among
all major demographic groups, including Democrats, minority communities, and liberals. The claim
that minority communities uniformly oppose voter ID does not reflect the empirical polling record.
The debate is being driven by partisan political strategy, not by the expressed preferences of the
communities it purports to defend.

SECTION IV — THE REAL BARRIER
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I The Broken System That Fails All Americans Equally

The most intellectually honest critique of the voter ID debate is not that the requirement itself is

racially targeted; it is that the bureaucratic system for obtaining any government ID is inefficient,

inaccessible, and arcane in ways that burden every American regardless of race, income, or

geography. The DMV does not discriminate. Bureaucratic dysfunction is the great equalizer.

"The debate should not be 'voter ID versus no voter ID.' It should be: here is a broken

government system that fails all Americans; now let's fix it together. That is a
conversation both sides could participate in honestly."

Extended and Weekend
Hours

Mobile ID Units

Pre-Verification Online

Automatic DMV

Registration

Interstate ID Portability

DMV offices operating exclusively 9-to-5 on weekdays create an
impossible barrier for hourly workers of every background. Saturday hours
and evening access would cost relatively little and benefit millions.

Several states have piloted mobile DMV units that travel to rural
communities, senior centers, and underserved neighborhoods, eliminating
transportation barriers at a fraction of new-facility costs.

Allowing citizens to submit and verify documents online before arriving in
person would reduce average appointment times from two to three hours
down to under twenty minutes.

Several states now automatically register voters at DMV appointments
unless the citizen opts out, collapsing two bureaucratic hurdles into one
transaction.

Citizens should not be required to re-verify identity from scratch when
moving between states. A portable federal verification standard would
reduce redundancy for every American who relocates.
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